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The Community Safety Partnership (CSP) is the
statutory body responsible for implementing a
strategy to reduce crime, disorder and substance
misuse in the their local borough/district. Its aim is to
work in partnership to increase public confidence and
improve community safety. 

A number of Community Safety Partnerships (Cannock
Chase, Lichfield District and Tamworth) in the County
wanted to utilise PSHE education to help educate
young people about knife crime and its potential
consequences as part of their strategic plans. 

Following feedback from Alison Cope's sessions in
Stoke-on-Trent and the Violence Reduction Alliance
conference, the Community Safety Partnerships stated
they wanted to host Alison in their own localities. 

They engaged with the PSHE Education Service to
ensure best practice guidance was implemented and
to maximise the potential learning outcomes for the
young people attending the sessions. This included
offering education settings a follow-up education
session to embed the learning and support the
emotional impact of Alison's session.

The purpose of this report is to highlight feedback
from the education settings, who engaged with this
opportunity.

We use Joshua's unique life and death story to educate
young people of the dangers of knife crime and help
them to make positive choices to stay safe

INTRODUCTION &
CONTEXT
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 The Joshua Ribera Foundation CIC.

https://pshestaffs.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Alison-Cope-Follow-up-session-2.pdf


ALISON COPE0 4
Alison Cope lost her son to knife crime in 2013 and now delivers education
presentations across the country to share her son's story about his life and his death
and the impact this has had on her and others. The intention is to try and stop other
families sharing in her experience with their own loved ones.

In the session Alison shares photographs from social media, highlighting how the
online world can impact on other people's perceptions of criminal activity, gang
association and the shares the powers the Police have when investigating someone.
Alison highlights the importance of choice and consequences. 

Alison asks the participants "Who do you think I am?", revealing herself to be the
mother of a victim of knife Crime.  She then uses photographs and videos to bring
Joshua's story to life. Telling how one altercation ended the hope, dreams and lives of
two young men, one - her son Joshua Ribera. The other, the male in prison for taking
Joshua's life  following a stabbing - a single wound to the heart. Alison shares that
Joshua had turned his life around and was better known as Depzman (although to
Alison he will always be Joshua), a up and coming Grime Artist, who had a number
one album and was on the brink of stardom. 

The attack took place at a memorial party in Birmingham, for another young male
who had died through knife crime. The court reports that Armani Mitchell (the person
convicted of Joshua's murder) deliberately carried a three-inch hunting knife to the
party but recognised that this was not a premeditated attack, but a response to
altercations between the two young men that had devastating effects on both. 
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By the end of the session participants will be able to
explain the impact of knife crime for individuals
(victims and offenders) and the wider community.
By the end of the session participants will be able to
challenge decisions to carry a bladed weapon.
By the end of the session participants will be able to
utilise negotiation skills to de-escalate situations.
By the end of the session participants will be able to list
where to go for further help and support. 

The Pan-Staffordshire PSHE Education Service, is funded by
Staffordshire Police, Fire & Rescue and Crime
Commissioner's Office to support the development and
delivery of age-appropriate, quality PSHE education. PSHE
education, when done effectively, enables children and
young people to develop the knowledge and skills they
need to thrive now and in the future. Within Staffordshire
the service is delivered by Staffordshire Council of
Voluntary Youth Services (SCVYS).

The service has developed a local quality assured
framework and best practice principles to ensure they can
support commissioners with funding external providers to
enhance PSHE provision within schools. 

The service was able to provide advice and guidance to
the three Community Safety Partnerships on how best to
utilise Alison's sessions to ensure that learning was
optimised for the young people attending the session and
also promoted the opportunity to eligible settings. This
included promoting the use of a follow-on education
session that is designed to be delivered by in-house
trained PSHE educators. The intended learning outcomes
for the session were:

This session was written with consideration for the local
best practice principles highlighted below.



EFFECTIVE PSHE ....

Is delivered within a safe learning environment based on the
principles that prejudice, discrimination and bullying are harmful
and unacceptable.

Has clear learning objectives and outcomes and ensure sessions
and programmes are well planned, resourced and appropriately
underpinned by solid research and evidence.

Is relevant, accurate and factual, including the use of correct
terminology.

Is positively inclusive in terms of the protected characteristics. 

Is designed to include the development of knowledge, skills and
values to support positive life choices.

Uses positive messaging, that does not cause shame or victim
blaming.

Challenges attitudes and values within society, such as perceived
social norms and those portrayed in the media.  

Reflects of the age and stage of the children and young people and
is tailored to the environment and group.

Utilises active skill-based learning techniques that accommodate a
range of learning styles.

Ensures that children and young people are aware of their rights,
including their right to access confidential advice and support
services within the boundaries of safeguarding.



District/Borough Number of
Eligible Settings

Number of Settings
Accepting Offer

Number of
Sessions
Delivered

Cannock Chase 7 6 6

Lichfield 8 6 7

Tamworth 7 5 7

OVERVIEW OF
SESSIONS0 6

Some settings had already booked Alison to deliver and funded the sessions
themselves. This included the PRUs in Cannock Chase and Lichfield District, and

a mainstream secondary school in Tamworth.



FEEDBACK FROM
SESSIONS0 7

Education settings were invited to provide feedback to the PSHE
Education Service on the funded sessions by the various Community
Safety Partnerships. This was a voluntary process, and this is reflected in
the low response rate. Due to the response rate being so low the data is
shown from across the three districts to help future decision-making. 

Recommendation: Build evaluation and feedback into the package for
education settings to ensure better response rate.

Cannock
40%

Lichfield
40%

Tamworth
20%

Type of Education Setting:

Mainstream Secondary
100%

Location of Respondents:



Excellent
100%

Overall what did you think of the Alison Cope Session:

I can't even begin to explain how incredible
Alison's talk was to our students.

I have never seen students and staff so
equally affected by a visiting speaker

The students really engaged well with the
session, you could hear a pin drop!

Several students approached at the end of
the session to thank Alison
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To what extent do you think Alison's session will have a positive impact on
your student's ability to keep themselves safe? 
(1-5, 1 being most positive impact)

Excellent, relevant
and useful for

students

Alison is an incredibly engaging
speaker. Fast pace of delivery

kept students interested. It was
pitched perfectly for our y10

students.

Sensitive issue dealt with
carefully and poignantly



Did you deliver the follow-on session from the Pan-Staffordshire
PSHE Education Service?

Yes
80%

No
20%

If no, please explain why not:

Unfortunately there was no time in the PHSE curriculum to do this, however if we
knew further in advance we could. We also already cover knife crime within PHSE.

What did you think of the resources and activities used during the
follow-on session?

Excellent Very Good

60 
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0 

Enabled students to be reflective
following the presentation and for staff
delivering to understand the impact that

the presentation had on the students. Was
important to be able to adapt the

resources to reflect our own school
setting also.



Resources look good but we
havn’t used them.

To what extent do you think the follow-on session will have a
positive impact on your student's ability to keep themselves safe?
(1-5, 1 being most likely)

2
60%

1
40%

useful resources

Students have reported concerns about
other young people and when we have had

young people who are at risk of CCE we have
been able to make reference to Alison’s

session.

Students can consider
their actions before making

any mistakes

Hopefully it will
discourage students from

carrying a knife.

It will certainly make them
think about the

consequences of their
actions



100%

Any other feedback (including from those who did not complete
the questionnaire:

Would you recommend this programme to other schools?

Really impactful and sincere
presentation, it reached all of our
students of all abilities and levels

of risk

Students came and wanted to give
Alison a hug and talk to her following

the session. They demonstrated a
great deal of empathy.

"We would like to have this every
year"



We feel every student took something away
from this and students have spoken to me

afterwards about how inspiring she was. We
feel very privileged our students were able
to experience this. Alison’s strength and
resilience embodies our school values and

her story was inspirational to listen to..
 

I'd like to thank Alison for the fantastic day you
gave us here. the sessions were absolutely

brilliant and all of the staff and students found
them very valuable.  Your positive message,

warmth and kindness can still be felt in our
school.   

 

"We would like to embed this into our scheme of work every year"
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